THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF VERNON

BYLAW 6082

A bylaw to amend the City of Vernon’s Zoning
Bylaw 6000

WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the City of Vernon has determined to amend
the “Zoning Bylaw 6000, 2024";

AND WHEREAS Section 527(1) of the Local Government Act allows local governments to

set standards for and regulation the provision of screening or landscaping;

AND WHEREAS all persons who might be affected by this amending bylaw have, before
the passage thereof, been afforded an opportunity to be notified on the matters herein
before the said Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section 464 of the Local

Government Act, and all amendments thereto;

NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Corporation of the City of Vernon, in open meeting

assembled, enacts as follows:

1. This bylaw may be cited as “Zoning Text (Landscape Regulation Updates)
Amendment Bylaw 6082, 2026".
2. The City of Vernon Zoning Bylaw 6000 be, and is hereby amended, as follows:

(a) AMENDING Section 2: Interpretation by deleting in its entirety:

Landscaping means the preservation or modification of the natural
features of a Site at the ground level through the placement or addition

of any or a combination of the following: (Bylaw 6012)

i. soft Landscaping elements such as trees, shrubs, ground covers,
lawns, gardens, or ornamental plantings of perennials or annual
flowers;

i. decorative Hard Surfacing elements in the form of patios,

Pathways, and paths consisting of materials such as bricks,
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pavers, shale, crushed rock, or other suitable materials, excluding
monolithic concrete and asphalt; and
ii. Architectural Elements such as decorative fencing, walls,

trellises, pergolas, permanent site furniture, or sculpture.

In all cases where a combination of soft landscaping, Hard Surfacing
or Architectural Elements are used, soft landscaping must constitute

a majority of the Landscaping area.
And replacing with:

Landscaping means the preservation or modification of the natural
features of a Site at the ground level through the placement or addition

of any or a combination of the following:

i. Soft Landscaping;

i. decorative Hard Surfacing elements in the form of patios,
Pathways, and paths consisting of materials such as bricks,
pavers, shale, crushed rock, or other suitable materials, excluding
monolithic concrete and asphalt; and

ii. Architectural Elements such as decorative Fencing or trellises,

pergolas, permanent site furniture, or sculpture.

In all cases where a combination of Soft Landscaping, Hard
Surfacing or Architectural Elements are used, Soft Landscaping

must constitute a majority of the Landscaping area.
(b) AMENDING Section 2: Interpretation by adding:

Soft Landscaping means soil-based Landscaping and includes plants
such as trees, shrubs, ground covers, lawns, gardens, or ornamental
plantings of perennial or annual flowers. Soft Landscaping does not
include areas without growing medium and plant materials, such as
areas that are predominately rock, artificial turf, rubberized surfacing,

decks, or Hard Surfacing such as pavers.
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(c) AMENDING Section 2: Interpretation by adding:

Retaining Wall means a Structure constructed to hold back, stabilize, or

support soil or other earthen material.
(d) AMENDING Section 2: Interpretation by adding:

Fence means a Structure made of wood, metal, masonry, or other
material that is used as an enclosure or for screening purposes around

all or part of a Lot.

3. In addition to the amendments above, DELETE Section 6: Landscape & Screening
of Zoning Bylaw 6000 in its entirety as shown in red on attached Schedule ‘A’ and
REPLACE with Schedule ‘B’ Section 6: Landscape & Screening attached to and
forming part of this bylaw.

4.  Zoning Bylaw 6000 is hereby ratified and confirmed in every other respect.

READ A FIRST TIME this day of , 2026
READ A SECOND TIME this day of , 2026
PUBLIC HEARING held this day of , 2026
READ A THIRD TIME this day of , 2026

Approved pursuant to section 52(3)(a) of the Transportation Act
this day of , 20

for Minister of Transportation & Transit

ADOPTED this day of , 2026.

Mayor Corporate Officer
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SECTION 6: Landscape & Screening

(Bylaw 6082 — various amendments to section 2 and replaced section 6 in its entirety)

4 6.1 Required Landscaping

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

The minimum level of Landscaping in each zone shall follow the minimum
Landscaping area standards of the zone, and the minimum Landscape Buffer
standards in Section 6.7 and Table 6.1.

In cases where the Lot is to be developed in phases, Landscaping shall be provided on
all lands that are used for the development of a phase. This includes lands that have been
graded or filled. Landscaping shall be required in subsequent phases on the remainder
of the Lot at the time that the remainder is developed.

Any designated Landscaping area between a Lot Line and an existing road curb or
shoulder area shall be completed concurrently with Landscaping within Lot Lines by
the development to the standard of Landscaping required for the Lot and in
conformance with the City of Vernon Subdivision & Development Servicing Bylaw No.
3843.

A 6.2 Landscaping Standards

6.2.1

6.2.2

6.2.3

6.2.4

Landscape areas and installations shall be regularily maintained to meet or exceed the
Canadian Landscape Standard, current edition, as jointly published by the Canadian
Society of Landscape Architects and the Canadian Nursery Landscape Association.

Landscape Buffers shall be continuous along the affected Lot boundaries, interrupted
only by required Pathways, Driveway accesses, and utility service boxes.

Landscape areas shall be graded to meet the following standards:
maximum 1:5 slope (20%) for lawn areas;
maximum 1:3 slope (33%) for shrub or ground cover area;
minimum 1:25 slope (4%) for cross slope for any Landscape area;

A

2

3

.4 all Site grading will direct overland drainage away from Buildings;

5 all areas in which the existing slope exceeds 30% are to be identified; and
6

all areas developed and Adjacent lands impacted by development with slopes
greater than 30% shall be rehabilitated using native vegetation.

Outdoor storage areas shall have a dust-free surface.



6.2.5

6.2.6

6.2.7

6.2.8
6.2.9
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Construction on-site shall occur concurrently with erosion control measures to prevent
the pollution, degradation, or siltation of natural areas and Watercourses. This includes
the provision of temporary Fencing prior to and during construction.

Soft Landscaping shall be watered by a fully automatic irrigation system. No run-off onto
sidewalks, Streets, Laneways, Alleys or Parking Areas shall be permitted.

Despite Section 6.2.6, Soft Landscaping within the following areas shall be exempt
from having permanent fully automatic irrigation systems:

.1 existing areas of undisturbed native vegetation which have been accepted as
Landscape area or an environmentally sensitive area; and

.2 Soft Landscaping specifically designed as xeriscape or with drought resistant
vegetation, however temporary irrigation may be required.

New trees and shrubs shall be planted a minimum of 1.0 m from underground utilities.

Landscaping, including Landscape Buffers, shall follow minimum wildfire-risk
mitigation standards, as measured from the nearest Building or Structure attached to a
Building (see Diagram 6.1):

.1 Immediate Zone (0 — 1.5 m)

a. No new combustible mulch including bark mulch, wood chips, or pine needles;
and

b. No new coniferous trees or coniferous shrubs. This includes Cedar and Juniper
hedges.

.2 Intermediate Zone (1.5 -10.0 m)

a. No new coniferous trees within 10.0 m, unless spaced a minimum of 6.0 m from
the nearest Building with non-combustible exterior finishes and other coniferous
trees, and lower branches are pruned to a minimum of 2.0 m in height; and

b. No new coniferous shrubs. This includes Cedar and Juniper hedges.
.3 Extended Zone (10.0 — 30.0 m)

a. New coniferous trees or coniferous shrubs shall be spaced to ensure a minimum
horizontal separation of 3.0 m at maturity.
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Diagram 6.1 — FireSmart Zones

A4 6.3 Refuse and Recycling Bins

6.3.1

6.3.2

6.3.3

6.3.4

6.3.5

6.3.6

6.3.7

When any development is proposed, provisions for garbage storage, recycling, and
collection shall be provided on the same Site as the development, unless a bin sharing
agreement is in place.

Above-ground Site refuse and recycling bins, including all other large receptacles used
for the Temporary Storage of materials, require opaque screening from Adjacent Lots
and Streets, except in agricultural zones.

Screening shall be a minimum of 2.0 m in height, to a maximum height that is equivalent
to the height of the refuse or recycling bin.

Sides open to public view shall be screened by the additional planting of shrub and
groundcover material at least 1.5 m in height.

Refuse or recycling bins shall be located entirely within the Lot Lines so as to not obstruct
pedestrian or Vehicle traffic.

An unobstructed access Laneway or Alley with a minimum width of 3.0 m and a minimum
vertical clearance of 4.6 m shall be provided for access to a required refuse and recycling
room or enclosure.

Refuse and recycling bins shall be sited as far away from Watercourses as possible.
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A 6.4 Public Amenity Areas

6.4.1 Public Amenity Areas, when permitted pursuant to Table 6.1, shall be solely for
pedestrian Use and accessible to the public from both the Street and from the
development.

6.4.2 The minimum Public Amenity Area street frontage is 6.0 m.

6.4.3 The minimum Public Amenity Area depth is 4.0 m.

6.4.4 Public Amenity Areas in lieu of a Landscape Buffer shall include, at minimum:
.1 Decorative paving surface for all Hard Surface areas;
.2 Shade trees with a Caliper of 40 mm and a clear stem height of 1.5 m; and

.3 Decorative lighting and public seating.

4 6.5 Fencing

6.5.1 Subject to traffic sight lines, Fence height measured from Natural Grade shall not exceed:
.1 1.2 min housing, resort, community, and commercial mixed-use zones.
.2 2.4 minindustrial and servicing zones.
Despite Section 6.5.1.1:

.3 The maximum Fence height may increase to 2.0 m if situated behind the Setback
abutting a Street, or along a Lot Line not abutting a Street;

.4 The maximum Fence height may increase to 2.4 m where abutting an agricultural or
industrial zone; and

.5 One gate for pedestrian access may be 2.0 m in height with a maximum width of 1.0
m if situated along the Lot Lines or within the Setback abutting a Street.

6.5.2 Industrial zones shall have an opaque 2.4 m Fence along Lot Lines abutting non-industrial
zones and around outdoor Vehicle Storage facilities or Wrecking Yards that are visible
from a Street abutting the Lot.

6.5.3 No Fence shall have pickets or finials extending above a horizontal rail that may pose a
danger to wildlife (see Diagram 6.1).
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Diagram 6.2 — Fencing Types

Not Allowed Allowed

Pickets and finials Smooth top rail
shall not exceed a
horizontal rail

6.5.4 No barbed wire or electrified Fencing shall be allowed, except:
.1 in agricultural zones for use in livestock enclosures; and
.2 in community zones where the Site is used for a Detention Facility.

Razor wire Fences shall not be permitted in any zone.

A 6.6 Retaining Walls

6.6.1 Retaining Wall height, measured from Natural Grade on the lower side of the wall, shall
not exceed 1.2 m, except for Retaining Walls required as a condition of subdivision
approval.

6.6.2 Atleast 1.2 m horizontal separation shall be provided between Retaining Wall tiers.

6.6.3 Where the subject Lot is higher than the affected Lot, the combined height of a Fence and
Retaining Wall at the Lot Line or within 1.2 m of the Lot Line shall not exceed 2.0 m,
measured from Natural Grade at the Lot Line (see Diagram 6.3).

6.6.4 Where the subject Lot is lower than the affected Lot, the combined height of a Fence and
the portion of the Retaining Wall that extends above the Natural Grade of the affected
Lot shall not exceed 2.0 m, measured from the Natural Grade at the Lot Line (see
Diagram 6.4).
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Diagram 6.3 — Retaining Wall on Higher Subject Lot

Diagram 6.4 — Retaining Wall on Lower Subject Lot
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A 6.7 Minimum Landscape Buffers

6.7.1 Landscape Buffers shall follow Table 6.1 — Minimum Landscape Buffer Schedule,
except:

A

2

all lands Adjacent to provincial highways shall have a 3.0 m Landscape Buffer
Adjacent to the highway, unless superseded by development permit area guidelines;

Comprehensive development zones shall specify the Landscape Buffer for the
comprehensive development Site; and

.3 Land with non-farm Use that abuts the Agricultural Land Reserve shall have a

Landscape Buffer that meets the Ministry of Agriculture’s Guide to Edge Planning.

6.7.2 Despite Section 6.7.1, Landscape Buffer widths may be reduced to the width of the
actual Setback of the Building or Structure if the actual Setback of the Building or
Structure is narrower than the Landscape Buffer specified in Table 6.1.

6.7.3 Trees inthe Landscape Buffer shall meet the following minimum standards:

A

the equivalent of 1 tree per 10 linear meters of Landscape Buffer, including required
Pathways, Driveway accesses, and utility boxes, shall be planted and/or retained
on the subject property. The linear metre calculation is used to determine the
minimum number of trees to be planted and/or retained not the minimum spacing;

trees shall be planted in a soil volume capable of supporting tree health at maturity;

trees shall be spaced to maximize shading to sidewalks and other pedestrian
Pathways;

deciduous trees shall have a minimum Caliper of 40 mm with a minimum clear stem
height of 1.5 m;

coniferous trees shall be a minimum of 2.5 m high;

when existing trees that are retained in a Landscape Buffer have a minimum
Caliper of 150 mm, they may count double towards meeting these standards; and

when existing trees that are retained in a Landscape Buffer have a minimum
Caliper of 250 mm, they may count triple towards meeting these standards.

6.7.4 Shrubs in the Landscape Buffer shall meet the following minimum standards:

A

2

the equivalent of 1 shrub per 1 linear meters of Landscape Buffer, including
required Pathways, Driveway accesses, and utility boxes, shall be planted and/or
retained on the subject property. The linear metre calculation is used to determine
the minimum number of shrubs to be planted and/or retained not the minimum
spacing; and

shrubs shall be no. 2 pot size.
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6.7.5 Trees or shrubs higher than 0.6 m shall not be located in the sight tringle indicated in
City of Vernon Traffic Bylaw No. 5600 — Schedule B Sight Triangle Requirements (see
Diagram 6.5).

Diagram 6.5 — Example Typical Landscape Buffer

6.7.6 Landscape Buffers for School Sites may be amended from the standards indicated in
Table 6.1. Where changes to the standards are proposed, supporting documentation from
a registered Landscape Architect shall confirm:

.1 sufficient screening to Adjacent housing-based Lots has been achieved,

.2 adequate Landscaping has been provided to provide shade for Buildings and play
areas;

.3 Driveway accesses and Parking Areas have appropriate Landscaping to optimize
screening while retaining vehicular sight lines; and

4 Landscaping around active play areas ensures safety to children on the School
grounds.

Where perimeter Landscaping cannot be provided due to any of the above noted
objectives, the School District shall be required to provide or upgrade boulevard trees on
abutting Streets.
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Table 6.1— Minimum Landscape Buffer Schedule

Location

Agricultural Zones

ALR, AGRL,
AGRS

Housing Zones
MUS (2 units or

Minimum Landscape
Buffer Required

N/A

Fence Required in
Landscape Buffer
Min. fence height 1.2 m

N/A

Public Amenity
Area Permitted

N/A

MHS, MUM, MSH

Commercial and Re

housing-based Lot: 1.5 m
sort Zones

Abutting Street or non-
housing based Lot: 1.5 m

N/A N/A N/A
less)
MUS (3 units or Abutting Street, housing-
more), MUA, based Lot, or non- No Yes

Yes, for Rear Yard and

Industrial Zones

INDL, INDA

Community & Parks

Abutting a housing-based
Lot:2m

Abutting Street: 3.0 m

Abutting a housing-based
lot or non-housing-based
Lot: 2.0 m

Zones

CMUN, CMUC, Abutting a housing-based Sld? vard whgn Yes
CMUB . abutting a housing-

Lot:2m

based lot

Surface parking lots: 2 m

Abutting Street or non-

housing-based Lot: 1.5 m
RTH, RTC No Yes

Yes, for Rear Yard and
Side Yard when
abutting a housing-
based lot

Lot or non-housing-based
Lot:1.5m

PANS N/A N/A N/A
Abutting Street, housing-

CMTY based lot, or non-housing- No Yes
based Lot: 1.5 m
Abutt|ng Street: 20 m Yes’ for Rear Yard and

UTIL Abutting a housing-based Side Yard when No

abutting a housing-
based lot
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