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Vernon welcomes two new Deputy Fire Chiefs  
 
The City of Vernon is pleased to welcome two new Deputy Chiefs to Fire Rescue Services.   
 
Alan Hofsink previously joined the City as its FireSmart™ program coordinator and has now 
taken on the role of Deputy Chief, Operations. He began his new position on October 25. Alan’s 
experience and success as a firefighter, fire officer, and manager will help the City of Vernon 
maintain a high standard of service delivery. His work in the community with the FireSmart 
program has helped further establish connections between residents living in the wildland-urban 
interface and Fire Services, to continue working together on critical FireSmart initiatives. 
 
Russ Friesen joined the City on November 8 and fills the role of Deputy Chief, Prevention, 
Training, & Logistics. Russ is recognized as one of the most effective fire investigators in 
Western Canada. His experience as a firefighter, fire officer, fire investigator, and deputy fire 
chief will help VFRS continue to develop its fire investigation and prevention programs. 
 
“Both Alan and Russ are community-minded individuals who are passionate about the fire 
service and, I believe, true servant leaders,” said Fire Chief David Lind. “This is an exciting time 
for our department and we are looking forward to working with Deputy Chief Hofsink and Deputy 
Chief Friesen.” 
 
The City of Vernon is now in the recruitment process for a FireSmart coordinator.  
 

 
Above L-R: Deputy Chief Russ Friesen, Fire Chief David Lind, Deputy Chief Alan Hofsink. 

https://www.vernon.ca/government-services/careers/firesmart-coordinator-0

