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City receives $747K for BX Creek sedimentation pond project
A major step forward in flood mitigation work for Vernon has been made possible thanks to grant
funding from the Province of British Columbia and the Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM).
The City of Vernon is pleased to receive a $747,000 grant through the UBCM Community
Emergency Preparedness Fund from the Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General. This grant
funding was conditionally approved earlier this year, and has now been fully approved for a BX
Creek sedimentation pond project.
“This project has been several years in the making, so we are thrilled to learn the grant has been
approved,” said Mayor Victor Cumming. “BX Creek has a long history of flooding and sediment
transport, so constructing the sedimentation pond is a vital component of the City’s flood mitigation
plans. On behalf of the City, I’d like to thank the Province of B.C. and UBCM for this financial
assistance to make the sedimentation pond project a reality.”
Recent freshet flood events in 2017, 2018 and 2020 mobilized substantial amounts of sediment,
causing overbank flooding and infilling culverts along BX Creek. Sediment shifting downstream and
aggradation within the BX Creek channel is a natural process and is expected to continuously
impact the flood risk for the City of Vernon.
The sedimentation pond project in Upper BX Creek is intended to manage the sediment deposition
along BX Creek, significantly reducing pressure on key crossings, reducing the risk of flooding
downstream.
The sediment pond is to be located at the BX Ranch Park where there is currently a legacy
water irrigation intake structure with a damaged weir and reservoir which will be
decommissioned as part of this project. Construction is anticipated to start in 2022, contingent
upon successful permitting.
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