
         Media Release 

THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF VERNON 
3400 – 30 Street 

Vernon, BC 
V1T 5E6 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: March 27, 2020 
MEDIA CONTACT: Christy Poirier, Manager, Communications & Grants 
TELEPHONE:  250-550-3539 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

COVID-19 update: City of Vernon maintains continuity in development approvals  
 
The City of Vernon would like to assure our community members that we remain open for 
business. 
 
We have an unwavering commitment to the health and safety of our citizens and our employees 
and are working hard to keep you safe. This means we are taking steps to protect our 
customers and front line staff as follows: 
 

 Members of the public are asked to call or email, and ONLY come in to a City facility to 
drop off materials that are not practical to email, make a payment, or pick up a building 
permit. 

 Contact information for all City departments is available here. 

 Anyone who is sick, has been around someone who is sick, or has traveled outside the 
country within the last 14 days, is not to enter a City facility. 

 If you do visit a City facility, please follow any posted procedures and maintain a 
minimum 2m distance from staff and other members of the public. 

 
Building inspections 
 
In order to protect our Building Inspectors: 
 

 Building inspections continue, except for inspections that occur in a finished or 
occupied building.  

 Screening questions will be asked at the time of scheduling inspections to ensure 
adequate physical distancing measures are in place. 

 
Variances, rezoning applications and OCP amendments 
 

 City staff will continue working on files for variances, rezoning applications and OCP 
amendments for when Council reconvenes. 

 Under the current circumstances, Council has made the difficult decision to postpone the 
regular schedule of Council meetings until further notice.  

 Variances, rezoning applications and OCP amendments cannot go forward for public 
input and public hearings at this time. The City is anticipating direction from the Province 
on the conduct of public hearings during the COVID-19 event. 

https://www.vernon.ca/government-services/contact-directory


We are preparing ourselves for an active business recovery period to get development moving 
when the circumstances allow. 
 
The City continues to monitor the COVID-19 situation closely and will be able to respond to 
critical issues as they arise. We continue to follow the directions of provincial and federal health 
authorities. 
 

Receive updates from the City of Vernon:  
 

To receive updates from the City of Vernon, subscribe to email updates through our website 

here. Further, you can receive alerts on mobile devices with our free app, VernonConnect. The 

app is available on the App Store or Google Play. 

 

Get informed: 
 

Stay informed on the latest COVID-19 information by visiting accurate and reliable information 

sources: 

 

 City of Vernon COVID-19 page 

 Interior Health Authority (IHA) 

 BC Centre for Disease Control (BC CDC) 

 B.C. Ministry of Health 

 Public Health Agency of Canada 
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https://www.vernon.ca/subscribe
https://www.vernon.ca/covid-19/
https://news.interiorhealth.ca/covid-19/
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/testing-isolation
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/ministries/health
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html

