
                        
 

NEWS RELEASE 
 
Okanagan Indian Band participates with City of Vernon in a Community to Community meeting 
 
Vernon, BC – June 22, 2017 – On June 15, the City of Vernon hosted the Okanagan Indian Band (OKIB) to 
discuss areas of mutual interest and collaborate on how best to provide services to residents in both 
communities. Chief Byron Louis, Mayor Akbal Mund, members of Council from both the City and OKIB, 
and senior staff members from both organizations were in attendance. 
  
Topics for discussion focused on service provision to Sandy Beach lands, review of the dual application 
for funding through the Federation of Canadian Municipalities for the Community Economic 
Development Initiatives, Emergency Planning and Emergency Support Services, Public Transportation 
and a Recognition Ceremony of OKIB Territorial Lands.  
 
“This was a great opportunity for our newly elected councillors to meet with the City of Vernon and 
learn about some of the initiatives our two governments are working on together,” said Chief Louis. “We 
expect to continue collaborating on initiatives that benefit both communities.”  
 
“Our Council and administration value our relationship with OKIB and with the members of OKIB who 
live in our community,” said Mayor Mund. “I believe we all came away from this meeting with a mutual 
commitment to deepening that relationship and working together as friends and partners.” 
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About the OKIB 
The Okanagan Indian Band is part of the Okanagan Nation, which is comprised of 8 Indian Bands, 
including; Lower Similkameen Indian Band, Upper Similkameen Indian Band, Osoyoos Indian Band, 
Penticton Indian Band, Westbank First Nation, Upper Nicola Indian Band, Colville Confederated Tribes 
and the Okanagan Indian Band. 
 
The Okanagan Indian Band is located at the head of Okanagan Lake in Vernon, BC, and totals 11,282 
hectares. There are currently about 1995 Okanagan Indian Band members. Approximately half of our 
members reside on reserve while the other half resides off reserve. 
 
For more information please contact: 
 

Shaylen Smith, Communications Coordinator 
Okanagan Indian Band 
O: 250-542-4328 ext. 211 
C: 250-309-9867 
F: 250-542-4990 
shaylen.smith@okanagan.org 

Tanya Laing Gahr, Communications Officer 
City of Vernon 
250.550.3539 
tlainggahr@vernon.ca 
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