
 

 

 

CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF VERNON 

 

TOURISM COMMISSION MEETING 

MARCH 19, 2025, AT 9:00 AM 

OKANAGAN LAKE ROOM (COUNCIL CHAMBER) 
 

A G E N D A 

 
1) CALL TO ORDER 

 
2) LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 
As chair of the City of Vernon’s Tourism Commission, and in the spirit of this gathering, 
I recognize the City of Vernon is located in the traditional territory of the Syilx people of 
the Okanagan Nation. 
 

3) ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

4) ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
a) February 19, 2025 (attached) 
 

5) UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

6) NEW BUSINESS 
 

a) Letter of Support requests: 
i. Vernon Winter Carnival 
ii. Bush Babes Trail Running – BC Destination Events Program 

b) Climate Action in Vernon – Kevin McCarty 
c) Roundtable – Spring outlook and tariff impacts 
 

7) NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Tourism Commission is scheduled for April 16, 2025. 
 

8) ADJOURNMENT 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF VERNON 

MINUTES OF THE 

TOURISM COMMISSION MEETING 

HELD FEBRUARY 19, 2025 AT 9:00 AM 

OKANAGAN LAKE ROOM (COUNCIL CHAMBER) 

 
PRESENT: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GUEST: 
 
 

ABSENT: 
 
 
 
 
 

STAFF: 

Dan Proulx, Greater Vernon Chamber of Commerce 
Mayor Cumming 
Gerran Thorhaug, Restaurant 
Claus Larsen, Accommodation 
Cassandra Zerebeski, Ski 
Janine Collard, Accommodation 
Peter Kaz, Downtown Vernon Association 
Rebecca Barton, Arts & Culture 
Shawna Patenaude, Arts & Culture 
 
Josh Welter, SCSNO 
Jessica Dowswell, Evergreen Consulting 
 
Clara Snedden, Accommodation 
Kris Fuller, Sports & Events 
Tim Isaac, Okanagan Indian Band 
Ian Jenkins, Silverstar Mountain Resort 
Ben Suranko, Biking 
 
Torrie Silverthorn, Manager, Tourism 
Karen Savill, Visitor Information Services 
Hanna Lucich, Tourism Marketing Coordinator 
Hilary Irvine, Tourism Marketing Coordinator 
Gemma Patterson, Administrative Assistant 
Roy Nuriel, General Manager, City Planning 
John Perrott, Manager, Economic Development & Partnerships 
Jennifer Pounder, Records/Committee Clerk 
  

 
ORDER 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 

LAND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  

As Chair of the City of Vernon’s Tourism Commission, and in the spirit 
of this gathering, I recognize the City of Vernon is located in the 
traditional territory of the Syilx people of the Okanagan Nation. 
 

ADOPTION OF THE 
AGENDA 

Moved by S. Patenaude, seconded by R. Barton:  
 

THAT the agenda of the February 19, 2025 Tourism 
Commission meeting be adopted. 
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CARRIED. 

 
ADOPTION OF THE 
MINUTES 

Moved by P. Kaz, seconded by J. Collard:  
 

THAT the minutes of the January 22, 2025 Tourism Commission 
meeting be adopted. 
 
CARRIED. 

 
 UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 There was no unfinished business. 
  
 NEW BUSINESS: 
 
MANAGERS UPDATE 

 
Manager, Tourism, provided the Commission with an update. 

 
CO-OP MARKETING 
PROGRAM 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
K. Savill presented the 2025 Co-op Marketing Program 
recommendations. 
 
Moved by C. Larsen, seconded by S. Patenaude: 
 

THAT the Tourism Commission supports funding $69,337.91 for 
Tourism Vernon’s 2025 Co-op Marketing Program, as follows: 
 
Anarchy in the OK Punk Festival 

 
$  4,800.00 

Bush Babes & Bros Trail Running $  8,750.00 
Cambium Cider Co $  2,555.00 
Canadian Wildlife Museum $     500.00 
Cedar Falls Campground $     500.00 
Elements Adventure Company $  2,300.00 
Funtastic $  5,000.00 
Local Losers $  1,750.00 
OK Bike Skills $     600.00 
Okanagan Skydive $  4,550.00 
Sip Happens Wine Tours $  5,000.00 
Splash Down Water Park $  5,000.00 
Swan Lake Market & Garden $  4,207.91 
The Outback $10,000.00 
The Rise Resort $10,000.00 
Vernon Pride $     765.00 
Vernon Public Art Gallery $     600.00 
Vernon Winter Carnival $  2,460.00 
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AND FURTHER that the Tourism Commission supports 
reallocating the remaining 2025 Co-op Marketing Program funds of 
$5,662.09 into the Sponsorships Budget in 2025. 
 
CARRIED. 

 
ROUNDTABLE 
DISCUSSION 

 
A roundtable discussion was held on the topic of early tariff implications 
and summer season outlook. 
 

 INFORMATION ITEMS: 
  
NEXT MEETING The next meeting for the Tourism Commission is set for March 19, 2025 

at 9:00 a.m. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  The meeting of the Tourism Commission adjourned at 10:00 a.m.  
 

 CERTIFIED CORRECT: 
  

 
 
_______________________ Chair 
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From: Vernon Winter Carnival <hello@vernonwintercarnival.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 7, 2025 10:17 AM 
To: Mayor <Mayor@vernon.ca>; Akbal Mund <AMund@vernon.ca>; Torrie Silverthorn 
<TSilverthorn@vernon.ca> 
Subject: Letter of Support request 
  

***Use Caution - External Email*** 

Hello Mayor Cumming, Councilor Mund and Torrie,  
  

I'm writing on behalf of Vernon Winter Carnival as we are preparing to apply for a number of 
Grants for the 2026 festival.  
  

We are hoping to receive a letter of support from the City of Vernon and the Tourism 
Commission to submit our applications.  

The Destination Events Program supports tourism, arts, culture and sport events across British 
Columbia to drive economic growth and position the province as a leading destination for 
diverse events. Application Deadline is May 5  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/tourism-immigration/tourism-resources/tourism-funding-
programs/destination-events-program  

The 2nd grant is the Building Communities Through Arts and Heritage Grant  

The Building Communities Through Arts and Heritage — Local Festivals component provides 
funding to local groups for recurring festivals that present the work of local artists, local 
artisans, local heritage performers or specialists, and local First Nations, Inuit and Métis cultural 
carriers. This includes the celebration of 2SLGBTQI+ communities and Indigenous cultural 
celebrations. 

Deadline is April 30 for this grant.  

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/funding/building-
communities/festivals.html 

Thank you so much for your consideration to write a letter in support of Vernon Winter Carnival 
and please let me know if you have any questions.  

Vicki Proulx  
Grant Writer - Vernon Winter Carnival Society  
3401 35 Ave Vernon BC V1T 2T5 
p: 250.545.2236 
w: www.vernonwintercarnival.com 
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