
 
 

THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF VERNON 

MINUTES OF THE  

CLIMATE ACTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MEETING VIA ZOOM 

HELD WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2021 

PRESENT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABSENT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STAFF: 

VOTING 
Mary Stockdale (Co-Chair), Educators and Educational Institution 
Bill Darnell, Community Stewardship 
Jeremy Fyke, Science and Technology 
Ed Wilson, Community at Large 
Stan Eaman, Health and Social Services  
Jenn Comazzetto, SD#22 Board Rep 
Nia Hill, Youth Member 
 
NON-VOTING 
Barry Dorval, Youth Supporting Member 
 
GUESTS: 
 
Brian Guy (Co-Chair), Business and Commercial Services 
Colleen Marchand, OKIB Representative 
Councillor Brian Quiring, Councillor (Appointed Member) 
Dione Chambers, Community at Large 
Mayor Victor Cumming (Alternate Member 
Quinn Soon, Youth Member 
 
 
Laurie Cordell, Manager, Long Range Planning & Sustainability 
Lynn Presslaber, Minute Taker 
 

ORDER The meeting was called to order at 4:02 p.m. 
 

LAND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  

As Chair of the CAAC and in the spirit of this gathering, I recognize 
the City of Vernon is located in the traditional territory of the Syilx 
people of the Okanagan Nation. 
 

ADOPTION OF 
AGENDA 

Moved by Stan Eaman, seconded by Jenn Comazzetto:  
 

THAT the agenda of the Climate Action Advisory Committee 
meeting for Wednesday, August 25, 2021 be adopted. 

 
CARRIED. 
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ADOPTION OF 
MINUTES 

Moved by Bill Darnell, seconded by Stan Eaman:  
 

THAT the minutes for the Climate Action Advisory Committee 
meeting of June 23, 2021 be adopted. 
 

 CARRIED. 
 

CO-CHAIR REPORT Co-Chair, Mary Stockdale, updated the Climate Action Advisory 
Committee on their work in August.  

• Met with Staff Liasion 

• Had one on one meetings with Councilors 

• Bill Darnell and Brian Guy may take on discussing support for 
climate action with the Councillors. 

 
 UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

WORKSHOP 
OUTCOMES & 
PROPOSED 
WORKPLAN FOR 
CAAC FOR 2021/2022 
– INTRODUCTION & 
DISCUSSION 

The Committee preparing for work over the next year and a half, as 
we discuss various working groups and members could consider 
where they might fit in. Mary introduced the draft workplan to the 
committee. Members to review and be prepared to discuss at the next 
meeting. 
 
This summer has taught us that things change quickly, wildfires, 
evacuations, influx of population due to COVID allowing work from 
home.  Can this Committee assist the City in advancing 
sustainability?  Can this Committee be innovative in assisting staff to 
progress in a better way? 
 
Laurie confirmed that her budget request includes a person to 
coordinate implementation of the CAP.  
 
Discussed the usefulness of having funding for emergency response 
for implementation of things like heat response strategies (such as 
paying for staffing for extra days that the library was open to provide 
a safe public space). 
 

  

 NEW BUSINESS: 

DISCUSSION ON IPCC 
REPORT 

Jeremy Fyke presented on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) report with a Power Point presentation which 
highlighted the recent leveraging of new information and events for 
Climate action. 
 
He suggested that groups like this can benefit from becoming familiar 
with these regularly produced comprehensive views of Climate 
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change.  The IPCC Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) is publicly 
available. There are various summaries that are useful such at the 
Summary for Policymakers. 

 

REFLECTION ON 
SUMMER OF 2021 – 
CLIMATE IMPACTS 

Jeremy Fyke provided information about reseach on the heat bubble 
(See Attachment 1). 

  
Jeremy discussed two major questions the public is likely to ask our 
ambassadors and provided some guidance on how to answer them. 
 

How was this heat wave related to climate change? 
-an international collaboration of scientists worked on this 
summers’ statistics -evidence proves that humans contribute 
very significantly. The return time is accelerated with the 
increase in temperature. 
 
Will this type of event become more common in future? 
-this will become more common, if we don’t reduce human 
based factors. 
 

Use these facts to motivate the decisions of the public and  
policymakers.  The Climate Action Plan we have is good, we just 
need to implement it. 

 
Various questions were put to Jeremy by the Committee. 

 
Committee members discussed various issues resulting in cascading 
events, drought, water retention, mudslides, forest management.  
Climate Action Ambassadors must be careful to limit themselves to 
whatever they can speak to authoritatively.  Ambassadors need some 
basic literacy on climate science.  A request for an in person 
workshop with Jeremy will be considered. 
 
This summer has given everyone in this community a first hand 
experience of the impacts of climate change.  There is an opportunity 
to highlight local effects of climate change and engage the community 
in the Climate Action Plan. 
 
Discussion about how this Committee may assist/influence the ‘build 
back better’ models relating to fire smart, eco friendly construction.  
L. Cordell provided information about jurisdictional challenges. 
 

  

 
 

INFORMATION ITEMS: 
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 None 

 

NEXT MEETING The next meeting for the Climate Action Advisory Committee is set 
for September 29, 2021 at 4:00 PM. 
 

ADJOURNMENT The meeting of the Climate Action Advisory Committee adjourned at 
5:54 p.m. Moved by Ed Wilson, seconded by Jeremy Fyke. 
 

 CERTIFIED CORRECT: 
 
 
 
_________________________   Co-Chair 
 
 
 
_________________________   Co-Chair  
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