
 
Outdoor Burning Permit 

Pursuant to Section 5 of the City of Vernon Fire Services Bylaw No. 5635 

 

Property Owner/Agent:    ________________________________________________  

Contact Phone Number:  ________________________________________________ 

Contact Email Address: _________________________________________________ 

Property Address:    ________________________________________________ 

 
 Agricultural Material ($75.00) 
 Land Clearing Debris ($75.00)      

            
1. The application for a permit must be made by the owner or the owner’s authorized 

agent. 
2. The applicant agrees to the conditions identified in this permit. 
3. For a one day burn, the designated open burning period start time is at least one hour 

after sunrise. End time is 4 p.m. or two hours before sunset, whichever is later. No 
new materials shall be added within 4 hours of sunset.  If burning a second day, no 
igniting of new piles or adding debris is permitted. Nothing to be added overnight. 
Start time is at least one hour after sunrise and end time is 4 p.m. on the second day.   

4. The smoke release for this permit shall not be greater than 72 consecutive hours. If 
smoke negatively impacts neighboring residents or creates a hazard to roadways, or 
airports, the burn must be extinguished 

5. The applicant shall be responsible for, and in charge of, the fire until it is completely 
extinguished. 

6. The applicant shall provide sufficient appliances and equipment in order to prevent 
the fire from getting beyond control or causing damage to life or property.   

7. Burning is only to occur when the smoke ventilation index as reported by the 
Meteorological Service of Canada is 55 or greater (good), and 34 or greater 
(fair/good) for the second day and the air quality index is 3 or less.  

 Environment Canada automated voice message system for ventilation indexes are 
available by calling 1-888-281-2992.   

8. Burning of debris must be carried out at least 500 meters from residences and 
businesses, and 1000 meters from schools in session, hospitals and continuing care 
facilities. 

9. Pile sizes shall not be more than two (2) meters in height and three (3) meters in 
width.  Not more than two (2) piles shall be burned concurrently. 

10. If the applicant allows such fire to get out of control he or she may be liable for a fine 
of $500.00.  

11. This permit may be cancelled or a fire ordered extinguished whenever burning, having 
regard to all the prevailing circumstances, is hazardous or creating a nuisance. 

12. A minimum of 5 acres at site of outdoor burn required. 
 
 



 

Outdoor Burning Permit Cont. 
Pursuant to Section 5 of the City of Vernon Fire Services Bylaw No. 5635 

 
Special Situations – Reduced Setbacks 
 
If you can’t meet the setbacks, follow this additional set of restrictions to reduce your 
setback distance. To use reduced setback distance, you must:  
 

1. Build your piles at least half as tall as they are wide (taller is better). 
2. Only burn vegetative debris smaller than 50cm in diameter.  
3. Burning stumps is not allowed.  
4. Provide notice at least 24 hours in advance to occupants and managers of   

residences, businesses, schools, hospitals and community care facilities within      
500m of the burn piles. No burning within 100m of any structure. 

5. Notification options include phones calls, signs at the site, fliers distributed to   
residents, and print sources such as newspaper, community boards or social    
media. 

6. Keep a written record of when the vegetative debris was piled. Form available at 
gov.bc.ca “open burning record sheet”.  

7. Obtain a ventilation index for your location. The index must be “GOOD” on the 
day of your burn. 
 

Open Burning regulations available at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-
water/air/factsheets/all_burners_factsheet.pdf.  

 
This permit does not preclude permits or approvals required by other authorities having 
jurisdiction. 
 
Permit valid for (2) consecutive days commencing  ___________________________  
 
   
__________________________________   ___________________________ 
Signature of applicant indicates    Fire Chief or designate 
he/she has read and understands 
the conditions of this permit.      Date Issued: ________________ 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/air/factsheets/all_burners_factsheet.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/air/factsheets/all_burners_factsheet.pdf

